
CONSTITUTIVE ACT  

OF THE UNITED MUSIC FOUNDATION 

 

 

 THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND TWELVE, on the 

twentieth of December; 

 Before Maître Costin van BERCHEM, notary in Geneva, 

undersigned; 

 

APPEARS 

 - Mr. Yves de Matteis, a civil servant of the State of 

Geneva, originally from Geneva, residing in Geneva, at Avenue 

Krieg 26; 

hereinafter referred to as: "the Founder"; 

 the following is hereby stated: 

Preamble 

 The 7th UNESCO World Day for Audiovisual Heritage, held 

on Saturday, October 27, 2012, was an opportunity to recall that 

millions of recordings, lying dormant on deteriorating media in 

public or private archives worldwide, are at risk of being 

permanently lost. 

 This situation is even more concerning because the 

equipment and expertise necessary for preserving this heritage 

are becoming increasingly rare. If nothing is done to safeguard 

these works—some of which are unpublished or have not been 

made available for decades—entire parts of our collective 

memory are at risk of disappearing forever. 
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 It is therefore to preserve this cultural heritage and ensure 

it is made accessible to the public that the present Foundation is 

established, on the initiative and with the personal funds of the 

Founder, Mr. Yves de Matteis. 

 Having stated this, the undersigned declares as follows: 

 The Founder hereby establishes, under the name: 

UNITED MUSIC FOUNDATION 

 a private law foundation, whose statutes are set out as 

follows: 

 

STATUTES 

Art. 1 - Corporate Name 

 

A non-profit private law foundation is established under the name 

"UNITED MUSIC FOUNDATION" (hereinafter referred to as "the 

Foundation"), in accordance with Articles 80 and following of the 

Swiss Civil Code. 

 

Art. 2 – Purpose 

 

The Foundation's purpose is the preservation, enhancement, and 

public accessibility of recorded musical heritage. 

 

The Foundation shall take all necessary measures it deems 

appropriate to achieve its goals and ensure the sustainability of 

its mission, including acquiring adequate equipment and passing 

on its expertise. 

 

The Foundation’s activities will primarily take place in the Canton 

of Geneva. 

 

Art. 3 - Headquarters and Supervisory Authority 

 

The Foundation's headquarters are in the Canton of Geneva.  
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The Foundation is registered in the Geneva Commercial Register, 

and its registration is published in the Feuille officielle Suisse du 

commerce (FOSC). It is under the supervision of the competent 

supervisory authority. 

 

Art. 4 – Duration 

 

The Foundation is created for an unlimited duration. 

 

Art. 5 – Assets 

 

The Founder allocates to the Foundation an initial capital of  

CHF 10,000 in cash. Furthermore, the Foundation finances its 

activities through: 

 

• Private donations; 

• Private financial support; 

• Financial aid, compensation, or contributions from public 

authorities; 

• The proceeds and revenues from its assets and/or activities; 

• Any other means the Foundation's Board may deem 

appropriate, including donations, sponsorships, in-kind 

contributions, legacies, and inheritances, which the Board 

may freely accept or decline. 

 

Art. 6 - Foundation Bodies 

 

The Foundation’s bodies are: 

• The Board of Directors; 

• The General Management; 

• The Honorary Committee; 

• The Auditing Body. 

 

The Board of Directors may also establish additional bodies 

(committees, working groups, etc.) to assist in fulfilling its 

mission. 

 

Art. 7 - Board of Directors and Composition 

 

The Foundation is managed by a Board of Directors consisting 

of at least three individuals or representatives of legal entities. 
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The initial Board of Directors consists of: 

• The Founder, Mr. Yves de Matteis, who is also the first 

President of the Board; 

• The Vice-President, Mrs. Isabella Leonardi Rutz; 

• The Vice-President, Mr. Antoine Bouget. 

 

Board members act on a voluntary basis and may only be 

reimbursed for actual expenses and travel costs. Attendance fees, 

if any, cannot exceed those paid for official commissions. For 

activities exceeding the normal scope of their duties, members 

may receive appropriate compensation. 

 

Art. 8 - Constitution and Complementation 

 

The Board of Directors self-constitutes and fills vacancies by co-

optation. 

 

Art. 9  Competences 

 

The Board of Directors exercises the supreme management of the 

Foundation. It has all powers not expressly delegated to another 

body by the statutes, the Constitutive Act, or the Foundation's 

regulations. Its non-transferable responsibilities include: 

 

• Managing the Foundation; 

• Adopting regulations; 

• Regulating the right of signature and representation; 

• Appointing Board members and the Auditing Body; 

• Appointing the General Management; 

• Appointing the Honorary Committee; 

• Appointing other bodies (commissions, working groups, 

etc.); 

• Approving annual financial statements. 

 

The Board of Directors may delegate certain powers to one or 

more of its members or third parties. 

 

Art. 10 – Regulations 

 

The Board of Directors establishes operational regulations, which 

must be submitted to the supervisory authority for approval.  
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These regulations may be amended by the Board at any time, 

provided they align with the Foundation's purpose. Any 

amendments require approval from the supervisory authority. 

 

Art. 11 - Auditing Body 

 

The Board of Directors appoints an external, independent 

Auditing Body responsible for annually reviewing the 

Foundation's accounts and presenting a detailed report for 

approval. The Auditing Body must also ensure compliance with 

the Foundation’s statutes and regulations. 

 

Any significant issues identified must be communicated to the 

Board. If these issues are not resolved within a reasonable 

timeframe, the Auditing Body must notify the supervisory 

authority. 

 

Art. 12 - Responsibilities of Foundation Bodies 

 

The Foundation's assets alone are responsible for commitments 

to third parties (debts, etc.). 

 

Art. 13 - Modification of the Constitutive Act 

 

The Board of Directors may propose amendments to the 

Constitutive Act, subject to unanimous approval by its members 

and compliance with Articles 85, 86, and 86b of the Swiss Civil 

Code. 

 

Art. 14 – Dissolution 

 

The Foundation is established for an unlimited period. Dissolution 

may only occur for reasons specified by law (Article 88 of the 

Swiss Civil Code) and with approval from the supervisory 

authority, following a unanimous decision by the Board. 

 

In the event of dissolution, the Foundation's assets will be 

transferred entirely to an institution pursuing a similar public-

interest purpose and enjoying tax exemption. Under no 

circumstances may assets revert to the Founder or Board 

members, nor be used for their benefit in any form. 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF 

THE FIRST HEADQUARTERS 

 The Foundation’s first headquarters will be located in 

Geneva, at 20 Chemin Rieu. 

 

TAX DECLARATIONS 

 Given the Foundation's public-interest purpose, the 

undersigned declares intent to apply for full exemption from 

registration taxes related to this act. 

 

DONE AND EXECUTED 

 Done and passed in Carouge (Geneva), at the Notary's 

office, Place d'Armes 20. 

 After reading, the undersigned and the Notary sign the act, 

approving the deletion of zero invalid words. 

 

 

 

Yves de Matteis 

 

 

 

 

The Notary 
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